Ethics: Should Psychologists Help Interrogate Terror Suspects?

APA, Demonstrators Question

 By Terry McSweeney
SAN FRANCISCO, Aug. 17, 2007 (KGO) - Should psychologists help the military interrogate terror suspects? It's a topic of heated debate in a convention of mental health professionals in San Francisco this week, and among demonstrators outside. 

Protestors want the American Psychological Association or APA to ban members form participating in us military interrogations of suspected terrorist at Guantanamo and other military and CIA facilities. 

Dr. Steven Reisner, APA member: "A psychologist will not facilitate the processes of detainee interrogation when human rights are so egregiously violate rights when detainees are tortured, and i'm not calling it torture, the International committee of the Red Cross has called it torture." 

This is not a debate about torture; the APA's position on that is clear. 

Rhea Farberman, APA Executive Director: "It's wrong, it's wrong, it's wrong under all circumstances." 

The APA believes having psychologists available to military interrogators actually protects the suspects. 

Rhea Faberman: "In fact the number of psychologists have been the people who blew their whistle on abusive interrogations and tactics, the number of psychologists have been the people sent in after abuse was discovered to clean up the situation." 

But the members of Psychologists for an Ethical APA, who organized this rally, say ethical interrogations are impossible when inmates are subject to isolation, sensory deprivation and an absence of legal rights. 

Dr.Reissner: "Our government has frightened our people to allow abusive techniques, and we do it based on fear, not based on good interrogation strategies or ethical principles." 

On Sunday, the APA Board of Directors is going to vote whether to ban members from helping the U.S. military with interrogation techniques. protestors admit, even if it passes there are still going to be psychologists helping the U.S. Government, but at least the APA will be on record against it. 

